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himself that a woman in love can have the wool pulled over her
eyes in the crudest fashion. But his kindness worried his mistress
far more than the rebuffs to which she had grown used. His
clumsiness at times verged on the ridiculous. Much of his charm
was due to his attitude of complete indifference where love was
concerned. The apathy with which he could take without even
pretending to give in return could be actually attractive. It was
apt to be sliot through with an occasional access of violent
passion which made up for all that had gone before, making it
possible for her to endure the rapidly ensuing mood of bitter-
ness, and the sight of his face suddenly withdrawn behind a
curtain of self-disgust.

How false his voice sounded when he allowed* himself to go
so far as to say that he was "longing" for the Quai Debilly! The
stupid creature really believed that it was impossible for love to
be clear-sighted. He forgot (if he had ever known) that though
the one who is loved may know nothing of the other who loves,
the reverse is never true. Fanny knew the youth on whom her
whole happiness, her very life, depended, far better than she
knew herself She "was too weather-wise a sailor, had too often
studied, vyhen they met, her lover's every gesture and every
look, not immediately to smell out deception when it came her
way. In his case absence of love meant absence of knowledge.
Indifference is blind. Why should he want to start coming again
to the Quai Debilly? The thought of Colombe as a possible
explanation had not yet entered her mind, either because it did
not occur to her that so young a girl could please a man in that
way (not to mention the fact that she found her gawky and
plain), or because tie idea of Fabien, really in love would have
been intolerable to her. She must, however, have been getting
"warm" when she said to him:

"You can come to die house quite safely on Saturday. Donald
won't be back until late. He's dining at Versailles with the
Princess Z.. . and die next day he's off again."

Instinctively she avoided saying anything more about this